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	A literary time line can help you write down the story's events in the order they occur. It is especially helpful for writing a plot summary.

· Type the parts of the story in the left column.
· Type what happens in the right column.

Click here to see an example.
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Literary Time Line Example

	Title
	The Pigman by Paul Zindel

	Beginning
	John and Lorraine, outsiders, go to trick Mr. Pignati out of some money but find out they actually like him.

	Event 1
	Mr. Pignati shows them his pig collection. 

	Event 2
	John and Lorraine meet Mr. Pignati at the zoo and meet his best friend, Bobo the baboon.

	Event 3
	During a Christmastime visit, Mr. Pignati has a heart attack, and John and Lorraine pretend to be his relatives when they go to the hospital to visit him.

	Climax
	John and Lorraine have a party at Mr. Pignati’s house while he’s away, and his pig collection accidentally gets destroyed.

	Resolution
	At the zoo, John, Lorraine, and Mr. Pignati find out that Bobo has died, and Mr. Pignati has a fatal heart attack. In their grief, John and Lorraine decide to write “the truth and nothing but the truth” about their friend. 



