
 

Research Base for AIM Higher! Reading Comprehension 
 
The following document outlines some of the research on which the approach taken in Aim Higher! Reading Comprehension 
is based. This approach involves explicit teaching of metacognitive strategies for comprehension in the areas of main ideas, 
sequences, cause-and-effect relationships, context clues, and inferences, as well as explicit modeling of those strategies. 
 
Training in metacognitive skills has been shown to be effective for improving comprehension.  
 
Brown et al. (1984). Instructing comprehension-fostering activities in interactive learning situations. In H. Mandl, N. L. Stein, and T. Trabasso, 
(Eds.), Learning and Comprehension of Text (pp, 255-286) Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
 
Paris et al. (1984). Informed strategies for learning: A program to improve children’s reading awareness and comprehension. Journal of 
Educational Psychology, 76:1239-1252. 
 
Gambrell, L.B., & R.J. Bales (1986). Mental imagery and the comprehension-monitoring performance of fourth- and fifth-grade poor readers. 
Reading Research Quarterly, 21(4)454-464. 
 
Palicsar, A.S., & A.L.Brown (1984). Reciprocal teaching of comprehension-fostering and comprehension-monitoring activities. Cognition and 
Instruction, 1 :117-175. 
 

Of particular value is instruction in particular comprehension strategies complemented by modeling of 
expert-level active reading of the text done in such a way that the ordinarily hidden processes of 
comprehension are displayed. 
 
Kucan, L., & I. Beck (1997). Thinking aloud and reading comprehension research: Inquiry, instruction, and social interaction. Review of 
Educational Research, 67:271-99. 
 
Beck, I. L., et al. (1996). Questioning the author: A yearlong classroom implementation to engage students with text. Elementary School Journal, 
96(4)385-414. 
 

Context is important in interpreting the meaning of a word in a sentence, and skilled readers do this more 
efficiently than less skilled readers. 
 
Gernsbacher, M. A. (1993). Investigating difference in general comprehension skill. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory and 
Cognition, 16:430-445. 
 

Although skilled readers are very good at using context to figure out the meaning of a word, it is less skilled 
readers who make the greater use of context to identify a word. 
 
Stanovich, K. E., et al. (1981). A longitudinal study of sentence context effects: Tests of an interactive-compensatory model. Journal of Child 
Psychology, 32:185-199. 
 
Perfetti, C.A., et al. (1979). Reading skill and the identification of words in discourse context. Memory and Cognition, 2:273-282. 
 

Understanding the situation described in story-like texts typically requires understanding the narrative 
and the temporal-causal structures, even when the causal relations between text elements are only implicit. 
 
van den Broek, P. (1994). Comprehension and memory of narrative texts: Inferences and coherence. In M. A. Gernsbacher, (Ed.) Handbook of 
Psycholinguistics, (pp. 539-588). Sand Diego: Academic Press. 
 

Because texts cannot be fully explicit, situation models require the use of knowledge and inferences. 
 
Fletcher, et al. (1994). Cognitive profiles of reading disability: Comparisons of discrepancy and low achievement definitions. Journal of 
Educational Psychology, 86(1):6-23. 
 

Less skilled comprehenders derive more benefit from comprehension training than they do from 
practice of rapid decoding. 
 
Yuill, N., & J. Oakhill (1988). Understanding of anaphoric relations in skilled and less skilled comprehenders. British Journal of 
Psychology, 79(2):173-186. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


